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1- Power Play and the New World Chaos 

The original overtures to Russia and China were received with greater than normal diplomatic 
warmth, and in mid-October a wider “coalition” announced itself with some official ceremony 
during the thirteenth Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation meeting in Shanghai. This was attended 
by both Jiang Zemin and Vladimir Putin as well as George Bush. 

2- French Parliament adopts Tobin tax amendment 

The text of the amendment adopted is particularly interesting for the evaluation undertaken by 
the administrative services of the National Assembly. Thus, at a rate of 0.1% (maximum 
hypothesis), taking into account the current volume of monetary transactions at the Paris stock 
exchange, the return would be 50m Euros per day, or 12.5 billion Euros per year if the volume of 
transactions remained the same. 

3- Unemployment and Business Profits 

So all that has happened, including the destruction of jobs, is to a large extent explained by 
neoliberalism's scandalous appetite for profit at this period in history. Demagoguery ? In recent 
years, until about eighteen month ago, the rich countries' economic growth has been continuous 
and during the second half of the nineties' decade one of the outward symbols of the glorious new 
epoch of neoliberal hegemony was the consolidation and merging of enterprises. 

4- Neo-Liberal Globalisation, Flexibility of Labour Market, and Women Workers of Korea 
Although the incorporation of Korean economy into the global capitalist system had already 
started around a decade ago, Korean people came to experience its destructive nature during and 
after the economic crisis of 1997. The structural adjustment program of the IMF brought severely 
shook the labour market, and massive lay-offs were implemented. In particular, women workers 
were laid off first, and the working conditions of women workers fell to the ground. 

5- Worsening Water Shortages Threaten China's Food Security 

A Beijing survey reveals the gravity of China's water situation : in the North, the deep, 
unreplenishable aquifer is already being drilled for agricultural purposes. The combination of low 
prices, falling water tables and severe drought imperil the country's grain production, and hence, 
future food security is under threat. 

6- Vote for the Grinch of the year! 

As 2001 is fading away... or nearly, Jobs with Justice is proposing to award the least social 
progressive person of the year. So who’s the Grinch? 

7- Meeting ATTAC worldwide 


Power Play and the New World Chaos the felt need to eliminate tensions between France 

and Germany, and to make impossible new 
By Ken Coates eruptions within the European continent. The 

establishment of the European Coal and Steel 
Europe after the Second World War developed a Community was, amongst other things, a 
strong culture of pacifism. Part of this was driven deliberate attempt to fuse resources and 
by internal motives. The movement towards overcome the national economic competition 


European Union was undoubtedly stimulated by which could bring about a renewal of militarism. 
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Of course, all this unwound within the context of 
the Cold War, which, as it became more and more 
dependent on nuclear confrontation, aroused our 
own peace movements, for nuclear disarmament. 
Whilst not wishing to sentimentalise these 
different pacifisms , they undoubtedly became 
part of a wider culture , which was only partially 
eclipsed by the end of the Cold War, as a result of 
which we were proved wrong in our supposition 
that general nuclear disarmament might become 
an established fact. 


Within the European pacific mindset was 
maintained a decades-long social consensus, the 
broadly social/Christian democrat commitment to 
full employment and welfare, now eroding under 
the influence of neo-liberalism. 


The collapse of the Soviet Union gave an early 
impulse to a number of genuine European efforts 
to develop close co-operation in the renewal of 
Russia, and to move towards joint institutions 
which might guarantee the progress’ of 
disarmament. But in a relatively short time, the 
international stage was clearly taken over by the 
United States, which has followed a different 
policy, with considerable determination. Part of 
this has involved an exaggerated economic 
liberalism, which, although very one-sided, may 
not necessarily be belligerent. But another, 
nakedly militaristic, part of this doctrine was 
enunciated by Zbigniew Brzezinski (one-time 
National Security Adviser to President Carter), 
who formulated the doctrine that global 
domination follows the domination of Eurasia. 
This doctrine implied that the United States would 
follow a forward policy in respect of the former 
Soviet Union. So evolved the expansion of Nato, 
and the establishment of a new transitional 
organisation, the Partnership for Peace. This was 
seen as a kind of bridge to Nato for former 
neutrals, and above all for former members of the 
Warsaw Treaty and former republics of the Soviet 
Union itself. Peace movements, in their weakened 
state, paid some attention to the Eastward 
expansion of Nato, and often opposed the 
subversion of the neutrals, but they largely 
ignored the eastward progress of the Partnership 
for Peace which was able to mount joint Nato 
military exercises with the Ukraine, Georgia and 
some of the most important Central Asian 
Republics. All of these were not only directed 
against Russian military power, but threatened the 
erosion of Russian political influence. 
Unfortunately, the undermining of Russian power, 
in this case, implied the aggrandisement of the 


page 2(2) 


United States, which was already over-grand for 
its own mental health. 


At the culmination of this process, the bombing of 
Yugoslavia caused great revulsion among the 
Russian political classes, so that the end of the 
Yeltsin regime brought Vladimir Putin into office, 
with an apparently more robust policy aimed at 
restoring Russian influence over the territories of 
the former Soviet Union. This was accompanied by 
an alarming new nuclear doctrine of “first use” of 
nuclear weapons, as well as a_ ferocious 
intensification of repressive war in Chechnya. 


Meantime, the American military were preparing 
the ground politically for the launch of a vast 
technological offensive, with the comforting but 
misleading name of National Missile Defence. 
“Son of Star Wars” as it has been more widely 
known, is a comprehensive plan for the 
militarisation of space, which implies the 
destruction not only of the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty, but also the Outer Space Treaty. The new 
surge of satellite weapons, and space-based lasers 
is all conceived within the overall doctrine of Full 
Spectrum Dominance, which is the official doctrine 
of the American military, and is_ nicely 
complementary with the Brzezinski schema. 


All this had been seamlessly carried forward from 
the Republican administration into that of Clinton, 
but the election of President Bush produced a 
number of unilateral initiatives which have 
alarmed the European partners of the United 
States, and aroused the great concern of public 
opinion around the world. In order to introduce 
his space-based military techniques, Bush made it 
plain that he was determined to repudiate the 
ABM Treaty, and demolish what he called “the 
Cold War agreements” upon which contemporary 
arms control measures have all rested. European 
discomfort was not mitigated by the fact that, at 
the same time, the United States unilaterally 
repudiated the result of the Kyoto negotiations on 
environmental protection, and undermined 
international agreements on landmines, small 
arms and biological weapons. The United States 
government also blocked moves to create an 
International Criminal Court, which may be seen 
as an ironical fact in the light of subsequent 
events. 


By the summer of 2001, popular concern in 
Europe and the United States was already 
beginning to show itself in the growth of a number 
of peace movements. 
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The destruction of the World Trade Centre in New 
York, and the onslaught against the Pentagon in 
Washington, have changed international balances. 
The shock generated by these atrocities initially 
united world opinion in strong sympathy for their 
American victims. This popular sympathy remains 
strong. But when responses were considered, 
naturally most people thought in terms of the 
necessary actions of the United Nations and its 
relevant organs. But Governments did not all 
reflect the popular mood. In particular, the 
Americans and British ensured that a military 
response was developed with lesser and more 
indecisive involvement by certain selected Nato 
allies, and some other countries. 


Great efforts were made to involve Middle Eastern 
and Muslim States. But the initial alliance- building 
efforts produced uncertain results. To begin with, 
the question of Palestine was continuously 
festering, and the Arab world had been deceived 
before, during the last crisis which had put the 
United States into an allegedly listening mode. All 
the elaborate promises extracted from the Israelis 
during the Gulf War, and the subsequent 
unwinding of the Conference in Madrid and the 
Oslo peace process, had led precisely nowhere, 
with the Palestinians in a worse state than before. 
Now, in the new crisis, alienation and downright 
antipathy grew rapidly throughout the Arab world, 
and among Muslims’ from the Philippines and 
Indonesia across Pakistan to Saudi Arabia. A near 
revolutionary situation has been developing in 
Saudi Arabia, and it is reported that foreigners 
from the West dare not go out of doors. The 
American soldiers who are stationed in the country 
are confined to their base, and the Saudi royal 
family is deeply split on the question of how to get 
rid of them. Even the European allies have been 
showing’ increasing’ fractiousness, as_ the 
implications of the bombing of Afghanistan have 
become more apparent and more disturbing. 


The original overtures to Russia and China were 
received with greater than normal diplomatic 
warmth, and in mid-October a wider “coalition” 
announced itself with some official ceremony 
during the thirteenth Asia-Pacific Economic Co- 
operation meeting in Shanghai. This was 
attended by both Jiang Zemin and Vladimir Putin 
as well as George Bush. Yet within a very short 
time all these protestations of common cause 
began to look rickety. With the Middle East and 
the Muslim world in chaos, could the Brzezinski 
doctrine now be implemented in full force? With 
an Afghan war likely to spill over its frontiers into 
Pakistan on the one side, and former Soviet 
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Central Asia on the other, the prospect could be 
one of very considerable tumult at the best, and 
quite possibly one of widespread war and 
destruction. 


No doubt the awesome possibility of such a war 
has troubled the Russian Government, which has 
already suffered from the effects of destabilisation 
elsewhere. But Zbigniew Brzezinski, in outlining 
his proposals for the renewal of the great game in 
Central Asia, had opened the speculation that one 
variant of American policy in the region might 
involve the offer of a condominium to the Russian 
leaders, involving one or several special areas of 
joint action. Those leaders might be sceptical 
about such an offer, if they had read Brzezinski’s 
blueprint: 


“For the United States, Eurasian geostrategy 
involves the purposeful management _ of 
geostrategically dynamic states and the careful 
handling of geopolitically catalytic states, in 
keeping with the twin interests of America in the 
short-term preservation of its unique global power 
and in the long-run transformation of it into 
increasingly institutionalized global cooperation. 
To put it in a terminology that hearkens back to 
the more brutal age of ancient empires, the three 
grand imperatives of imperial geostrategy are to 
prevent collusion and = maintain — security 
dependence among the _ vassals, to keep 
tributaries pliant and protected, and to keep the 
barbarians from coming together. "iii 


Extrapolating from this theme, Brzezinski tells us 
that for the Americans, 


“The most dangerous scenario would be a grand 
coalition of China, Russia, and perhaps Iran, an 
“antihegemonic coalition united not by ideology 
but by complementary grievances. iv 


Not surprisingly, Brzezinski thinks that preventing 
this may be a difficult task. 


Hope springs eternal, and it is clear that the 
alliance builders who went to work after 
September 11th, wished to overcome this 
problem in one fell swoop, exploiting the 
grievances of all three countries against their 
adversaries in Afghanistan by including them in 
the Coalition against Terrorism. However, such an 
inclusive alliance was not to prove acceptable to 
the Iranians, and even the impressive results that 
had been obtained with the Russians and Chinese 
by the time of the Shanghai summit could be of 
rather short duration. But one thing is absolutely 


4 


attac 


plain. Dominance, Full Spectrum or other, is 
absolutely incompatible with a democratically 
acceptable world order. To incorporate new 
subordinates under the prevailing domination will 
inhibit rather than encourage any development of 
democracy among them. 


Whether we like it or not, this is bound to concern 
all the peace movements, and their concern will 
deepen, as the crisis extends itself. 


Fortunately, it also concerns all those other 
movements which have already articulated their 
responses to global economic domination, debt, 
and the destruction of the natural environment. It 
is not difficult to see how the processes begun at 
Seattle and Porto Alegre, and continued in Genoa, 
share all the fundamental concerns of the new 
peace movement*. 


The immediate question for all of us is, how can 
we bring about a constructive convergence of 
these movements, which may well become the 
most important human resource, in the effort to 
save the world from new paroxysms of 
destruction? 


Ken Coates 


* These matters will be considered at the launch 
Conference of the European Network for Peace 
and Human Rights, European Parliament, Brussels 
on 31 January/1 February 2002. Further details 
from the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation e- 
mail: elfeuro@compuserve.com web _ site: 
www.russfound.org 








French Parliament adopts Tobin tax 
amendment 


By Yann Galut 


In the evening of Monday 19th November 2001, 
the French National Assembly adopted the 
principal of a Tobin tax up to a maximum amount 
of 0.1% on international speculative financial 
transactions. This tax will enter into force after its 
adoption by the other European parliaments. 


It is, thus, a symbolic and political victory that has 
been obtained by the French Members of 
Parliament, in particular by those in the ATTAC 
group of the national assembly. Now the same 
vote must be replicated in the other European 
Parliaments in order for the tax to enter into force. 
The French Parliament is the second Parliament in 
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the world, after our Canadian friends in 1999, to 
have voted on the principle of a Tobin tax. 


We must now continue to build on this symbolic 
victory in the different parliaments in the world. 
On one hand, this vote shows that numerous 
parliamentarians are not satisfied with the 
financial globalisation that is imposed on us. The 
taxation of financial transactions must be top of 
the agenda at the next World Social Forum in 
Porto Alegre, which takes place at the end of 
January 2002 in Brazil ». 


For several years now, members of the ATTAC 
Group in the National Assembly have been 
introducing an amendment during the vote on the 
Finance Law seeking the establishment of a Tobin 
type tax. Their perseverance has not been in vain. 
This victory, even though symbolic for now, may 
be the catalyst for the political battle which will 
take place in other countries and at the heart of 
Europe. The victory will be, without doubt, a 
persuasive reference point for future debates in 
the other European Parliaments. 


And as Gérard Fuchs, French Member of 
Parliament, recalled during the debate in the 
Assembly : « When we first talked about banning 
child labour, it was a utopia. When we first talked 
about not working on Sundays, it was a utopia. 
When we first talked about paid holidays, some of 
us declared that they would not pay employees for 
doing nothing. It is true, to talk of taxing financial 
transactions is a utopia. But we believe that this 
utopia must become reality. We need political 
regulation of financial globalisation (...) This 
evening, our aim is to launch an appeal, first of all 
to the other European Parliaments, for them to 
follow us, and then to our other colleagues in 
theOECD. But let us not hide behind the need for 
the universality of this proposal before taking it. 
Let’s say to the other European parliaments « 
Follow us ! » and in a few years’ time, we will be 
proud of what we did this evening. » 


The text of the amendment adopted is particularly 
interesting for the evaluation undertaken by the 
administrative services of the National Assembly. 
Thus, at a rate of 0.1% (maximum hypothesis), 
taking into account the current volume of 
monetary transactions at the Paris stock 
exchange, the return would be 50m Euros per 
day, or 12.5 billion Euros per year if the volume of 
transactions remained the same. Even if the tax 
was only 0.01%, the return would still be, despite 
the foreseen exclusions, 1.25 billion Euros per 
year for this stock exchange alone where only 4% 
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of exchange operations in the world are carried 
out (according to the Bank of International 
Settlements). 


Yann Galut, Member of the French Parliament and 
member of the Parliamentary ATTAC Committee 
Groupe. assemblee. nationale@attac.org 





Unemployment and Business Profits 
By Xavier Cano Tamayo 


The first World Employment Forum was _ held 
during the early days of November In this setting 
the International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
indicated that, by the end of 2002, twenty-four 
million jobs will have disappeared, including those 
abolished to date .The UN agency attributes the 
increase in lay off to the worsening of the 
economic crisis in the wake of the terrorist attacks 
on the US. Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary General, 
has moreover warned that the countries of the 
south will pay a high price and millions of people 
will more exposed to poverty. 


Presenting threat of a sharp increase in 
unemployment in this way gives the impression 
arises of some kind of legendary curse or biblical 
punishment hovering over us, as if unemployment 
were inevitable and did not have concrete causes 
and known reasons, first and second names 
included, causing jobs to be abolished. Of course 
in the face of biblical punishment it seems that the 
only thing left is a humble petition, a request that 
things should not be quite so bad. But there are 
however ways and means. And the first essential 
is to call things by their proper names . 


The media have been spreading the news in 
recent months that the threat of recession is 
causing losses to businesses and that it is these 
losses that are causing staff to be laid off What is 
not being said is that, owing to a common but 
perverse misuse of language that is taken for 
granted , the so-called losses are really a 
reduction of profits . Thus many businesses have 
lowered their profit expectations but many others 
continue as buoyant as ever.A glance at the 
financial pages of European journals covering the 
last days of October and the early days of 
November reports the fact that thousands of jobs 
are to be scrapped in businesses such as Alcatel, 
Deutsche Bank or Matushita, for example, in view 
of the prospect of lower profits and hints at of 
increasing unemployment in Germany and Japan 
;this shares pages with the announcement of 
increased profits for various large corporations (of 
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the order of 20% to 65%) as well as some 100 
million dollars that other national o!r multinational 
enterprises or groups will gain. The financial press 
also reports that European Internet companies 
have lost 73% of their hare price value in the last 
year. 


But the Internet earthquakes should be written 
about separately because the financial movements 
surrounding the new_ technologies have 
constituted one of the clearest cases in recent 
years of economy with no foundation, speculation 
pure and simple. It has to be remembered that 
Alan Greenspan himself, Director of the US 
Federal Reserve, on various occasions warned of 
the danger that the bubble of Internet financial 
and stock exchange operations would burst 


So all that has happened, including the 
destruction of jobs, is to a large extent explained 
by neoliberalism's scandalous appetite for profit at 
this period in history. Demagoguery ? In recent 
years, until about eighteen month ago, the rich 
countries' economic growth has been continuous 
and during the second half of the nineties' decade 
one of the outward symbols of the glorious new 
epoch of neoliberal hegemony was_ the 
consolidation and merging of enterprises. The big 
mergers, sign of the new age of continuous 
economic growth, resulted in huge capital gains 
along with savage and massive lay off at the very 
time directors and shareholders were pocketing 
immense bonuses and voting themselves lavish 
awards. In the case of the merger from which the 
United States investment macrobank Goldman 
Sachs resulted, in a single year profits increased 
from 931 to 1,900 million dollars, which did not 
prevent the new enterprise reducing its staff by 
20% at a time when each and every one! of the 
175 associates of the group pocketed a bonus 
amount of 200,000 dollars in addition to annual 
benefits. Very similar situations arose from the 
creation of Novartis (merger between Sandoz and 
Ciba-Geigy laboratories), the take-over of 
McDonell Douglas by Boeing, the merger of 
Renault and Nissan and many others. In every 
case the financial benefit was enormous and the 
number of staff laid off was also huge. Overall it 
can quite reasonably be inferred that job losses do 
not arise in consequence of an_ enterprise 
operating well or badly but rather owing to the 
appetite for vast profits entertained by those that 
run the enterprises or have influence with them. 


When massive financial profit is no longer 
considered an inalienable divine right and some 
degree of control is exercised over the excessively 
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free global movement of financial capital, then the 
trend towards job destruction will begin to yield. It 
will also be necessary to insist, as Joseph Stiglitz, 
the winner of the Nobel Economics prize has done, 
that the International Monetary Fund should be as 
exacting with regard to working conditions and full 
employment as in the observance of international 
rules on economic and financial policies, and that, 
in the case of countries with problems, instead of 
tightening the screws in accordance’ with 
neoliberal prescriptions, it should revert to its 
basic mission of ensuring sustained global growth 
and, consequently, full employment. 


Xavier Cano Tamayo, J ournalist 

Centro de Colaboraciones Solidarias (Mutual 
Collaboration Centre) 

Translation : Prudence Dwyer, 
bénévole coorditrad@attac.org 


traductrice 





Neo-Liberal Globalisation, Flexibility of 
Labour Market, and Women Workers of 
Korea 


By J 0o0-Yeon J eong 


There is no place on Earth where neo-liberalism 
has not poisoned. It has allowed a handful of 
private interests to control as much as possible of 
social life in order to maximize their personal 
profit. It has poisonous effects especially in the 
Third World, where imperial powers continue to 
pirate natural and human resources to fill the 
pockets of transnational capitalists. Initiated by 
Reagan and Thatcher, for the last two decades, 
neo-liberalism has become the dominant economic 
and political trend for much of the leftist (so they 
identify themselves) governments as well as the 
right. 


However, as women fighting against global 
capitalism and its new phase, as women yearning 
for a better world where we will not be exploited 
and abused, we must go a step further into 
looking into this ‘neo-liberalism’ through the 
experiences of women. And it is not just about 
how women linearly experience it - we must go 
into the depths to manifest how neo-liberalism 
operates in a very gender-biased way. 


Women Workers as Scapegoats 


In Korea, the process of being absorbed into 
global capitalism began earlier than the economic 
crisis, during the economic ‘hyper '-development 
era of military dictatorship of Park J ung-Hee, with 
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quite a bit of help from the US. Fluctuating 
together with global economic crises, the Korean 
economy started to show signs of a recession from 
the early 90's, as rate of profit decreased. Thus, 
capitalists started to adopt policies of introducing 
flexibility to the labour market. It was 
‘experimented’ on women workers first before 
taking full force on the entire working class at the 
end of the millennium. 


Jobs where women were predominant started to 
be transformed from the pre-1990's, beginning in 
the form of dispatch labour and _ eventually 
expanding to generalisation of irregular labour. 
However, this process was mainly targeted at 
women workers and the male-oriented labour 
movement did not give much importance to it, 
even though women’ worker's movement 
consistently called for the address of the issue. 


Although the incorporation of Korean economy 
into the global capitalist system had already 
started around a decade ago, Korean people came 
to experience its destructive nature during and 
after the economic crisis of 1997. The structural 
adjustment program of the IMF brought severely 
shook the labour market, and massive lay-offs 
were implemented. In particular, women workers 
were laid off first, and the working conditions of 
women workers fell to the ground. 


The methods that the management used was 
subcontracting or abolishing those production lines 
and business sectors where women were 
predominant. Women in these places were usually 
typists or clerical assistants, who were considered 
not important and cumbersome, and_ thus 
provided the logic and justification for the lay-offs. 
Many companies would lay-off these women, and 
instead employ workers from dispatch companies 
- thus providing the management with ways in 
which to decrease labour costs and evade 
provision of insurances and benefits. Or in the 
case of banks, the same worker would be 
reemployed, but on a contract basis as irregular 
workers, again to decrease labour costs. Another 
method of laying off women workers’ or 
transforming them into irregular workers, was 
targeting foremost women who were married to 
someone in the same workplace, and also those 
who were pregnant or were on their maternal 
leave. They provided the management with strong 
justifications based on patriarchal values of 
‘women's place is at home’. This process of unjust 
and discriminatory lay-offs at the onset of the 
economic crisis saw the deterioration of maternal 
protection and women worker's rights in general. 
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The achievements that the women worker's 
movement had accomplished over the last couple 
of decades were undermined. 


Flexibility of Women Workers Through Lay-offs 
and Re-employment 


The massive lay-offs that occurred after 1997 
was obviously not ‘inevitable’ on the part of the 
management, but was a calculated process of 
increasing the rate of profit through flexibility of 
the labour market. Because the need for lay-offs 
did not come simply from decrease in production, 
workers who were laid off were reemployed, but 
as irregular workers. And because flexibility 
measures were implemented foremost on women, 
women were also absorbed again in masses into 
the labour market, but this time as_ irregular 
workers with low wages and low protection. 


Attaining flexibility of women workers was backed 
up by the patriarchal ideology of ‘male as 
breadwinner'[1]. Through this ideology, women 
workers are considered not really as workers, but 
as ‘assistant income providers’, the ideology that 
contributes to devaluation of women's work. And 
this in turn provided the justification for the 
primary lay-offs of women and_ transforming 
women's jobs into irregular jobs - a justification 
that quelled the possibility of resistance from the 
working class. Recently, capitalist institutions and 
mainstream media elaborate that the rate of 
women's employment is increasing faster that the 
rate of men. On one hand, this is due to the 
increase in absolute number of jobs-irregular jobs 
for women, but also due to the fact that women 
do not have much choice than take up highly 
unstable jobs without any hesitation to earn a 
living, whereas men can afford to be more 
‘selective’. 


Now, the percentage of irregular workers is risen 
to higher levels than regular workers. In analysing 
a census on the economically-active workforce 
implemented by the Korean Statistical Office in 
August 2001, the Korea Labour & Society 
Institute(www.klsi.org) estimated the number of 
irregular workers to be 7.37 million, constituting 
55.7% of the total workforce.[2] According to 
studies made in 2000, out of entire irregular 
workers, the percentage of women is higher than 
that of men at 53%, and within the entire women 
workforce irregular workers take up 70%. These 
official statistics exclude specially employed labour 
(for example, the type of jobs that capitalists 
characterise as self-employment) such as private 
tutors, insurance sales, golf caddies etc., so if 
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these jobs are included, the rate of irregular 
women workers will definitely rocket. 


Irregular work pertaining to capital's flexibility 
measures has brought deterioration of working 
conditions and impoverishment for workers of 
both genders. But it has affected women workers 
more severely. At the moment, most of irregular 
women workers are employed in small enterprises 
of less than 10 employees. It has driven women's 
work into the ditches and has also increased 
mental stress from lack of self-confidence and the 
fear of losing their jobs. One feminist scholar was 
interviewing irregular women workers and told of 
how the interviewees were in constant fear of 
being seen throughout the interview. Many social 
psychologists point out that the increase of 
irregular work and the mental stress that comes 
from it is becoming a serious social problem that 
is bound to affect the whole society. 


Moreover, with the automation of production lines 
and transfer of factories in capital's constant 
search for cheaper labour, many women workers 
who had originally constituted a large proportion 
of the workforce in the manufacturing sector are 
now being absorbed into the service sector - in 
areas such as the _ so-called ‘entertainment’ 
businesses and as domestic workers. The service 
sector has rapidly expanded over the last few 
years in Korea, and many women are being 
employed as narrator models, telemarketers, and 
as servers and entertainers in bars. These jobs are 
not only unstable, low waged and physically 
strenuous, but they also enforce the use of 
‘femininity’ and sexuality to raise sales, making 
women more vulnerable to possibilities of sexual 
abuse and exploitation. Also, because the service 
sector has always shared a very thin borderline 
with the sex industry, it is not very surprising that 
more and more women workers, both young and 
aged, are being drawn into the sex industry. For 
example, many married women in their 30's and 
40's are employed in the so-called ‘telephone 
rooms(jeon-hwa-bang)' and are forced to have 
phone sex with men. Many other married women 
were employed as 'pager women', who are paged 
to come to bars to ‘entertain' men. This became a 
very heated issue when Daewoo Motors unionists 
went to a bar, paged women, and came face to 
face with familiar faces. When Daewoo workers 
were laid-off, the wives had to find jobs to sustain 
their families and the only ones available were as 
‘pager women'. The ruling elite and _ the 
conservative media is enthusiastically deploring 
the moral collapse of Korean women, but the 
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reality is that it is the capitalist system that is 
corrupting the people. 


The situation is not much different on the 
international arena. Neo-liberal globalisation has 
paved the way for increase in migrant women 
workers, international trafficking and enforced sex 
work in the Third World. In Korea, many women 
from the Philippines and Russia come to Korea as 
domestic workers and ‘entertainers’, and then are 
tricked into providing sexual services to Korean 
men and the US military. 


Widening gap between women 


Neo-liberal globalisation has also impeded the 
widening of gap between different classes of 
women. The living standard between women in 
the developed countries and those in the Third 
World is now incomparable, as is the situation 
inside Korea. Rich women of the bourgeoisie can 
afford to wear fur coats that cost tens of million 
won, shop in department stores in their imported 
cars, buy US produced baby food, send their 
children to expensive private English language 
schools so that they are reproduced as the 
minority elite who rule the world of globalisation, 
and employ women from South-east Asia as 
housemaids. This is how the minority of women in 
Korea live, and furthermore, they are not living on 
the wealth that they had accumulated themselves, 
but on the wealth accumulated by their husbands. 
And this in turn is the wealth accumulated from 
exploiting women workers in Korea and elsewhere 
in the Third World. In contrast to the minority of 
women who enjoy the outcome of neo-liberal 
domination in a good part of the world, majority of 
women cannot find a proper job no matter how 
hard they try, and when they do find a job, it is an 
unstable job in slave-like conditions that can get 
snatched away from them. They cannot afford 
domestic help or a nanny - they work for long 
tiring hours outside and then come home to find 
piles of dishes to be washed and children to be 
fed. Also, studies by women's organizations have 
found that domestic abuse has increased, as 
husbands and fathers who have lost jobs turn to 
expressing their anger at their daughters and 
wives, and resort to violence. 


Cultural and Ideological Backlash 


To quell mass resistance against economic 
globalisation that has brought about increase in 
unemployment, decrement of public services, 
downfall in wages and deterioration of quality of 
life, the ruling elite has manipulated cultural 
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conservatism to solidify its dominance over 
society. Cultural conservatism in Korea_ is 
represented by Confucian’ patriarchy. The 
economic crisis of 1997 saw the rise of this 
ideology that came together with the capitalist 
form of 'male as breadwinner’ model, and acted to 
cover up the oppression of women. while 
highlighting the need for women to make more 
sacrifices for the sake of saving the crumbling 
economy. In the meanwhile, unemployment of 
men was highlighted as a serious social problem. 
Thus the role of women was limited to that of 
‘comforting’ the suffering man in the family, while 
the sufferings of women both as wage workers 
and non-wage workers were ignored. The Korean 
mainstream media and the conservative ruling 
elite alike have neglected the seriousness of 
women suffering from sexual abuse on the basis 
that women should have perseverance, but has 
spotlighted those desperate women who left home 
after losing all hopes as destructors of family 
values. Women who had replaced their husbands 
as the breadwinners end up in the sex industry, 
after being rejected from any other type of work, 
but then are stigmatised as being morally corrupt. 
The severity of unemployment of male youths 
appear in the news everyday, whereas female 
students are not only ignored but are blocked 
altogether from the labour market. Many right- 
wing sociologists and economists actually 
suggested that marriage for women should be 
more emphasized by the government so as to 
block women from entering the labour market - 
and thus lowering the official unemployment rate. 
The media focuses evermore on the fantasies of 
marriage, and the ‘marriage business' is now 
enjoying its ‘Belle Epoque’. 


A Critique of Kim Dae-J ung's Policies on Women 


Kim Dae-Jung's government has been portrayed 
as being democratic and pro-feminist in and 
outside of Korea. There were high hopes for this 
president with his long history of fighting for 
democracy, and from the beginning, many civil 
and women's organizations decided to give him 
‘critical’ support. However, his promise of 
establishing a ministry specific on women's issues 
was replaced by the Special Committee On 
Women's Affairs with no legislative powers, much 
to the disappointment of women's groups. As his 
presidential term is coming to an end, he did 
launch the Ministry of Gender Equality during the 
first half of this year, with a prominent figure from 
a major women NGO seated as the Minister. 
However, the policies that the Ministry is adopting 
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are those that will hardly benefit majority of 
women suffering at grassroot levels. 


This was recently manifested in the revisions that 
were made to the maternity clauses in the 
Standard Labour Laws in June. The Ministry had 
announced that it will expand public childcare so 
as to decrease the burden on working women. 
With support from major women NGO's[3], the 
Ministry proposed revisions to maternity-related 
clauses in the Standard Labour Laws, and the 
clauses were changed for the first time since 
1953. There were basically two major 
improvements - maternity leave was increased 
from the present 60 days to 90 days, and 
prohibition on employment of women in hazardous 
workplaces was expanded. This may seem like a 
big step, but the fact of the matter is, these 
legislations came in exchange for further flexibility 
of women's labour. In exchange for increase of 
maternal leave, the Ministry also agreed to abolish 
the clauses restricting overtime work and night 
work, paid familycare leave and menstruation 
leave. 


In a situation where 70% (or perhaps even higher 
and ever increasing) of women workers are 
irregular workers, how many women workers will 
actually benefit from the revision? The majority of 
working class women are outside legal boundaries. 
The Ministry and women NGO's argue that they 
will fight for the application of the laws to irregular 
workers, but without questioning the neo-liberal 
characteristics behind the legislation, there is 
really no chance that this will actually take place. 
Many women activists had fought hard for these 
legislations for the last decade and they are 
congratulating themselves in finally achieving their 
objective, but in the meantime, a vast majority of 
women workers have fallen into the ditches of 
irregular work and the demands of the majority 
have been neglected to benefit a few. Capitalists 
have learnt to 'sacrifice' a few legislations for the 
sake of obtaining further flexibility. Despite the 
argument that these revisions will open new 
opportunities for women, without questioning the 
essence of Kim's government and its support for 
neo-liberalism, the revisions that were recently 
made will only expedite the flexible usage of 
women workers and thus further deteriorate the 
working conditions of irregular women workers. 
The Ministry and the NGO's do not realize that the 
legislations, along with others that were made 
during the recent years[4], are all in compliance 
with neo-liberalism. 


page 9(9) 


It has only been one year since the Ministry of 
Gender Equality took off, but those benefiting 
from it are middle-class, elite women, and only 
the minority of women workers who are lucky 
enough to be in a regular job. The presidential 
elections take place next year. Despite that the 
Ministry is conforming to neo-liberal policies and 
trying to confuse the workers about the essence of 
its policies, it does have some significance amidst 
the severely patriarchal political scene of Korea - 
which may well be undermined by any of the 
major right-wing political parties that take office - 
including the ruling New Millenium Democratic 
Party of Kim Dae-J ung, which still receive a lot of 
support from NGO's. This will merely lead to more 
lack of hope for state-led labour policies. 


Fighting and Organising 


Neo-liberalism was not something that hit Korea 
suddenly in 1997, but is a historical development 
of capitalism that has gradually taken form during 
the last few decades. It had been women workers 
who had felt the effects of globalisation first and 
thus were the first ones to resist. It was the 
women workers of Korea, who fought militantly 
during the 70's and early 80's for a democratic 
union and worker's rights. Women workers formed 
the foundation for the modern labour movement, 
although this fact often tends to be forgotten. 
During the late 80's, the Korean economy 
reconstructed itself into focusing on export- 
oriented heavy industries, whose workers were 
predominantly men, and women workers were left 
behind. 


The onslaught of neo-liberal globalisation and the 
impoverishment that came with it, was also felt 
first by women workers. Just after the economic 
crisis, the women worker's movement moved a 
big step forward when independent women's trade 
unions began to be formed[5]. The unions came 
out of the need to address the specific issues of 
women workers that could not be properly dealt 
with in a general union -organising irregular 
workers, the unemployed, domestic workers and 
those women who worked in small companies 
where there are no unions. The percentage of 
women participating in unions still remain at a 
meagre 5%, due to the fact that general unions do 
not accommodate workers who are not regular 
workers. It was only in 1997, when the IMF 
enforced austerity measures and _ structural 
adjustment programs also affected male workers, 
that the people's movement in Korea fully realised 
the destructive nature of neo-liberalism. From 
then on, flexibility of labour has become the main 
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target of struggle for the working class. Spotlight 
was finally thrown on the fact that neo-liberalism 
attack women workers foremost, but 
unfortunately the longtime demands and struggles 
of women workers are being put aside, as the 
struggles against ‘irregular labour' is again being 
organised in a male-oriented fashion. 


The establishments of these unions are very 
significant in the history of the Korean labour 
movement and also in the women's movement. 
Just as the strategies of capitalists change, the 
organisation of the working class also much 
change to resist effectively. The essence of neo- 
liberalism and its gender-biasedness cannot be 
resisted through the _ traditional method of 
organization concentrating on male, regular 
workers from big enterprises. 


However, these newly formed women's unions still 
have further developments to make and many 
obstacles to overcome, in their struggles against 
national and international capital. The unions must 
question the role of neo-liberal globalisation and 
its strategy of incorporating flexibility measures 
into the labour market, for a full understanding of 
the situation of women workers and organizing of 
more radical struggles that go into’ the 
fundamental core. And at the same time, the 
worker's movement of Korea must go through 
structural changes to accommodate the ever 
increasing irregular workers, and must also make 
more effort into overcoming the patriarchal values 
that are still prevalent inside people's movement. 
Many women activists and unionists have started 
to address the issues of gender discrimination and 
sexual violence inside the people's movement, 
which up until now had been covered up. Over the 
years, many fervent and militant women activists 
have had to leave the movement because of 
discrimination and violence. It was always 
considered women's fault, or victimized women 
were forced to 'forgive' for the 'greater cause’. 
Many women activists, workers and unionists are 
uniting themselves and are calling upon the 
movement to tackle the problem of hierarchy, 
discrimination and violence. 


Towards Organizing Global Resistance of Women 


As we have seen, neo-liberal globalisation affects 
all areas of society, to attain flexibility of the 
labour market solely for the interests of 
transnational capital. In the case of Korea, this 
process of enforcing structural adjustment and 
flexibility has devastated the lives of the people, 
especially women. Capitalist industrialisation has 
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advented the rise of the women proletariat, and 
neo-liberal globalisation has further feminised the 
proletariat while that the same time impoverishing 
the proletariat onto the verge of slavery. 


This is not a matter of women merely being 
affected 'more'’ - we must look at the mechanisms 
of neo-liberalism that operate in a gender-biased 
way. Indeed, neo-liberal globalisation itself feed 
upon gender discrimination and effectively use 
traditional patriarchal values to exploit women 
further. Patriarchal ideologies act to crush any 
attempts of women to politicize and form 
resistance. 


However, the essence of neo-liberalism is slowly 
being manifested and women have begun to fight 
back. Feminisation of labour and feminisation of 
poverty signify increased exploitation of women, 
but precisely because of that, provide the 
possibility for organization and_ resistance, 
nationally and internationally. Women must now 
go forth as subjects in uniting the people in our 
fight against neo-liberal globalisation. Instead of 
being incorporated into a ready-made movement 
of men or middle-class elite women, instead of 
taking the problems of discrimination for granted, 
women workers, farmers, indigenous peoples, 
migrants and other grassroot peoples of the Third 
World must form a broad solidarity. We must 
analyse globalisation from women's perspective, 
plan strategies that conform with the particular 
needs of women, propose alternatives that include 
women as equal subjects, keep to the principle of 
internationalism, and unite with other oppressed 
groups in the mass resistance in the fight against 
neo-liberalism - and go beyond in creating a world 
based on equality. 


Joo-Yeon Jeong, Seung-Min Choi Policy & 
Information Center for International Solidarity 
(PICIS) 


[1] This is merely an ‘ideology’, because despite 
the fact that the state supports this perspective, in 
reality many men had lost their jobs during the 
economic crisis and many women are now the sole 
income providers in their families. 

[2] The interesting thing is that government 
funded institutions analysed the same statistics 
and came up with the percentage of 27-28%. 

[3] This refers to Korea Women Associations 
United, an umbrella organization of women NGO's. 
They identify themselves as being 'progressive' 
but after Kim Dae-Jung came into power, they 
participated enthusiastically in his policies and 
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have become more middle-class oriented than 
ever. 

[4] In Korea, already a whole series of revisions 
were made to the Standard Labour Laws after the 
economic crisis, more than any other time in 
Korean history. The illegitimate passage by ruling 
party members of the bill allowing layoffs and the 
introduction of transformational working time 
system in December of 1997 was first in the series 
that forecasted massive neo-liberal attacks on 
labour. The passage was so explicitly impudent 
that Korean workers went on a massive general 
strike and militantly struggled throughout the 
winter. Now capitalists are willing to throw a few 
carrots while pushing forth their interests. Then 
came the maternity-related clauses, and now 
another revision is about to take place that will 
exchange reduction of working hours for more 
deterioration of working conditions. 

[5] Three unions were formed almost at the same 
time : Korean Women's Trade Union, Seoul 
Women's Trade Union and Seoul Regional 
Women's Trade Union 


Worsening Water Shortages Threaten 
China's Food Security 


Lester R. Brown 


A little-noticed survey released in Beijing in mid- 
August reveals that China's water situation is far 
more serious than realized. The water table under 
the North China Plain, which produces over half of 
China's wheat and a third of its corn, is falling 
faster than thought. 


Overpumping has largely depleted the shallow 
aquifer, reducing the amount of water that can be 
pumped from it to the amount of recharge from 
precipitation. This is forcing well drillers to go 
down to the region's deep aquifer, which, 
unfortunately, is not replenishable. 


The study, conducted by the _ Geological 
Environmental Monitoring Institute (GEMI) in 
Beijing, reported that under Heibei Province in the 
heart of theNorth China Plain, the average level of 
the deep aquifer dropped 2.9 meters nearly 10 
feet) in 2000. Around some cities in the province, 
it fell by 6 meters. 


He Qingcheng, head of the GEMI groundwater 
monitoring team, believes the fast- deteriorating 
water situation should be getting far more official 
attention. He notes that with depletion of the deep 
aquifer under the North China Plain, the region is 
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losing its last water reserve--its only safety 
cushion. 


His concerns are mirrored in a new World Bank 
report that says, "Anecdotal evidence suggests 
that deep wells [drilled] around Beijing now have 
to reach 1,000 meters (more than half a mile) to 
tap fresh water, adding dramatically to the cost of 
supply." In unusually strong language for a Bank 
report, it forecasts "catastrophic consequences for 
future generations" unless water use and supply 
can quickly be brought back into balance. 


Further evidence of the gravity of the water 
situation in the North China Plain can be seen in 
the frenzy of well drilling in recent years. At the 
end of 1996, the five provinces of the North China 
Plain--Heibei, Henan, Shandong, and the city 
provinces of Beijing and Tianjin--had 3.6 million 
wells, the bulk of them for irrigation. During 1997, 
99,900 wells were abandoned as they ran dry. 
Some 221,900 new wells were drilled. The 
desperate quest for water in China is evident as 
well drillers chase the water table downward. 


The northern half of China is drying out. Demands 
on the three rivers that flow eastward into the 
North China Plain--the Hai, the Yellow, and the 
Huai--are excessive, leading them to run dry 
during the dry season, sometimes for extended 
periods of time. The flow of the Yellow River into 
Shandong Province--the last of the eight provinces 
it flows through en route to the sea, and China's 
leading grain-producing province--has been 
reduced from 40 billion cubic meters (1 cu. meter 
= 1 ton) a year in the early 1980s to 25 billon 
cubic meters during the 1990s. 


As water tables fall, springs dry up, streams cease 
to flow, rivers run dry, and lakes disappear. Hebei 
Province once had 1,052 lakes. Only 83 remain. 
The water deficit in the North China Plain, the 
excess of use over the sustainable supply, may 
now exceed 40 billion tons per year. At present 
that deficit is being filled by groundwater mining, 
but when aquifers are depleted and there is 
nothing more to mine, the water supply will fall 
precipitously. In the Hai River basin-where 
industry and cities, including Beijing and Tianjin, 
now get priority-irrigated agriculture could largely 
disappear by 2010, forcing a shift back to less 
productive rain-fed agriculture. 


Between now and 2010, when China's population 
is projected to grow by 126 million, the World 
Bank projects that the country's urban water 
demand will increase from 50 billion cubic meters 
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to 80 billion, a growth of 60 percent. Industrial 
water demand, meanwhile, will increase from 127 
billion to 206 billion cubic meters, an expansion of 
62 percent. 


With water worth easily 70 times as much in 
industry as in agriculture, farmers almost always 
lose in the competition with cities. As water tables 
continue to fall, rising pumping costs will make 
underground water too costly for many farmers to 
use for irrigation. 


In addition to spreading water scarcity, numerous 
environmental and economic forces are reducing 
China's grain production. As farmers attempt to 
maximize their income from small plots, for 
example, they are shifting from grain to high- 
value fruit and vegetable crops. 


China has been striving valiantly to remain self- 
sufficient in grain since 1994. It did so by raising 
Support prices of grain well above the world 
market level, by overplowing land on a scale that 
helped create the world's largest dust bowl, and 
by overpumping the aquifers under the North 
China Plain. 


The combination of weak prices, falling water 
tables, and severe drought dropped the grain 
harvest in 2001 to 335 million tons, down from 
the all-time high of 392 million tons in 1998. This 
will fall short of projected consumption by 46 
million tons. The emergence of this deficit-easily 
the largest in China's history-on the heels of last 
year's deficit of 34 million tons raises questions 
about future food security. 


The back-to-back grain shortfalls in the last two 
years at a time when China's imports of grain are 
negligible have dropped stocks by roughly 81 
million tons. With its accessible stocks of grain 
now largely depleted, another sizable crop 
shortfall in 2002 would likely force China to import 
large amounts of grain to avoid rising food prices. 


China's grain imports could climb quickly, as its 
recent experience with soybeans shows. When 
grain support prices were raised in 1994, 
resources were diverted from soybeans--the 
nation's fourth ranking crop after wheat, rice, and 
corn. As a result, the soybean harvest has fallen 6 
percent since 1994 while demand has doubled. In 
an abrupt turnaround, China has gone from being 
a small net exporter of soybeans in 1993 to being 
the world's largest importer in 2001, bringing in 
14 million of the 30 million tons it consumes. 
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If China has another sizable grain harvest shortfall 
in 2002, it will likely be forced to import grain far 
in excess of the 7 million tons of wheat and 5 
million tons of corn that it must promise to import 
if it joins the World Trade Organization in late 
2001, as expected. [written before China's recent 
accession to the WTO - ed.] 


With its aquifers being depleted, China is now 
reconsidering its options for reestablishing a 
balance between water use and supply. Three 
possible initiatives stand out: water conservation, 
diversion of water from the south to the north, 
and grain imports. A south/north diversion to 
transport water from the Yangtze River basin will 
cost tens of billions of dollars and displace 
hundreds of thousands of people. A comparable 
investment in more. water-efficient industrial 
practices, more — water-efficient household 
appliances, and, above all, the use of more- 
efficient irrigation practices would likely yield more 
water. Since it takes 1,000 tons of water to 
produce 1 ton of grain, importing grain is the most 
efficient way to import water. 


Regardless of whether it concentrates solely on 
conservation or also does a south/north diversion, 
China will almost certainly have to turn to the 
world market for grain imports. If it imports even 
10 percent of its grain supply--40 million tons--it 
will become overnight the largest grain importer, 
putting intense pressure on exportable grain 
supplies and driving up world prices. If this 
happens, we probably won't need to read about it 
in the newspapers. It will be evident at the 
supermarket checkout counter. 


Additional data and information sources at 
www.earth-policy.org or contact jlarsen@earth- 
policy.org For’ reprint permissions contact 
rjikauffman@earth-policy.org 








Vote for the Grinch of the year! 


As 2001 is fading away... or nearly, Jobs with 
Justice is proposing to award the least social 
progressive person of the year. So who’s the 
Grinch? 


And the nominees ARE ... !! 


Robert Zoellick, US Trade Representative 

No one has been more shameless in linking their 
own agenda to the September 11 terrorist attacks 
than Robert Zoellick. Shortly after the attacks, 
Zoellick argued in the Washington Post that 
granting the President Trade Promotion Authority, 
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thereby _ stifling Congressional debate on 
expanding NAFTA to the entire hemisphere 
through the Free Trade Area of the Americas, was 
the best way to counter terrorism. "Earlier 
enemies learned that America is the arsenal of 
democracy," Zoellick wrote, "Today's enemies will 
learn that America is the economic engine for 
freedom, opportunity and development. To that 
end, U.S. leadership in promoting the international 
economic and trading system is vital. Trade is 
about more than economic efficiency. It promotes 
the values at the heart of this protracted 
struggle." back to top 


Richard Wardop, AK Steel Chairman & CEO 

For over 2 years, since Sept. 1, 1999, AK Steel 
has waged war on the community of Mansfield, 
Ohio by locking out 620 members of USWA Local 
169. Despite the workers' good faith offer to 
remain on the job while negotiations continued, 
Armco Steel (then under a merger agreement with 
AK Steel) locked out workers by installing a chain- 
link fence topped with barbed wire and bringing in 
an army of security guards. AK receives a tax 
abatement from the city of Mansfield worth $1.7 
million a year in return for providing 724 jobs. AK 
is operating the mill with only 250 scabs yet still 
claims the full tax abatement. In other words, AK 
gets corporate welfare by counting people it threw 
out on the street 27 months ago as current 
employees! AK Steel is also being sued by the EPA 
for violations of the Clean Air & Clean Water acts. 
back to top 


David Glass, Wal-Mart CEO 

Intimidation, coercion, worker firing, and threats 
poison the union election process in Wal-Marts 
nationwide. One-on-one intimidation sessions and 
forced anti-union meeting are just a few of the 
tactics that have been employed by their squadron 
of union-busters to thwart efforts by the UFCW 
and the Teamsters to organize Wal-Mart workers. 
Wal-Mart currently faces federal charges on labor 
violations in seven states. back to top 


Rakesh Gangwal, US Airways CEO 

In the wake of September 11, US Airways and 
other airlines successfully lobbied Congress for a 
$15 billion bailout for their stockholders. Under 
the current bailout formula, US Airways will 
receive about $400 million of the $5 billion being 
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given away by Congress and could receive a hefty 
portion of the $10 billion in loan guarantees. 
Despite this huge cash influx, which should keep 
the airline out of bankruptcy longer than was 
anticipated before the terrorist attacks, US 
Airways has laid off a larger share of its workforce 
than any other major airline. US Airways has laid 
off 11,000 of its 47,000 person workforce, 
including members of CWA, AFA, and ALPA. That's 
more than 23% of their workforce! back to top 


C. Michael Armstrong, AT&T CEO 

Armstrong has been the chairman of AT&T for four 
years. After going on a mad buying spree for cable 
companies, which threw the company into 
massive debt, Armstrong got rid of 20,000 Union 
jobs. Now that his cable plan has failed, 
Armstrong has broken up the company, leaving 
the Union workers isolated in the least healthy 
part of the business. Promises of neutrality in 
organizing new business have been ignored and 
now those business are split off (Wireless) or on 
the auction block (Broadband). While AT&T patted 
itself on the back for its work on and after 
September 11th, that morning, AT&T was handing 
out surplus notices to its employees. Every week 
more work gets moved to contractors and 
management, but what does Armstrong have to 
fear? If the company is bought and AT&T 
disappears, his golden parachute is four times his 
annual salary of $3.275 million. back to top 


Joe Corvin, Oregon Steel Mills President 

On October 3, 1997, members from USWA Locals 
2102 & 3267, workers at Rocky Mountain 
Steel/CF&I (a subsidiary of Oregon Steel), went on 
strike to protest the many unfair labor practices at 
their plant in Pueblo, Colorado. In December 
1997, the workers made an ‘unconditional’ offer to 
return to work, but the company refused, claiming 
that replacement workers had filled their jobs. 
Despite an order from the NLRB in May 2000 to 
reinstate and give back pay to the workers, many 
remain out of work. There is no end in sight to 
their dispute, despite an intense corporate 
campaign. 


To vote just go to 
http://www. jwj.org/Misc/Grinch.htm 





If you are interested in one of these rendezvous please click on http://attac.org/rdv/ Then select 
the country in which it will take place to find further information. 
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Wednesday 05: AUSTRIA: WIEN / DEUTSCHLAND: FRANKFURT-MAIN / FRANCE: PARIS 11 - CAEN - LA 
ROCHETTE - RENNES - VICHY - TOULOUSE - VOIRON - ROYAN - LA CIOTAT - CACHAN / SVERIGE : 
SJ UHARAD - NORRKOPING - GAVLE 


Thursday 06: AUSTRIA: INNSBRUCK / FRANCE: EVREUX - MONTLUCON - PARIS CENTRE - SOYAUX - LILLE 
- RENNES / QUEBEC: MONTREAL / SVERIGE : STOCKHOLM 


Friday 07: AUSTRIA: SALZBURG - OBERGRAFENDORF - GUNTRAMSDORF / FRANCE: MONTREUIL - PERNES 
LES FONTAINES - MOULINS - ROUEN - MORSANG SUR ORGE - ROUEN / SUISSE SCHWEIZ : MOUTIER / 
SVERIGE : GOTEBORG 


Saturday 08: BELGIQUE BELGIE: BRUXELLES / DEUTSCHLAND: KOLN / FRANCE: PARIS 11- MORSANG SUR 
ORGE / SVERIGE : GA 


Sunday 09: FRANCE: PARIS 11 - BOURGOIN JALLIEU / SVERIGE : SJUHARAD 


Monday 10: AUSTRIA: GRAZ / BELGIQUE BELGIE: TAMINES / DANMARK : HILLEROD / ESPANA : MADRID / 
FRANCE: EVREUX - CLISSON - GANGES - COGNAC - RENNES - MOUANS SARTOUS - ANNEMASSE - 
MARIGNIER / SUISSE SCHWEIZ : LAUSANNE / SVERIGE : STOCKHOLM 


Tuesday 11: FRANCE: BAR LE DUC - PERNES LES FONTAINES - GAP - ANTIBES - EMBRUN - CHALONS EN 
CHAMPAGNE - FOIX - PARIS 14 - POITIERS - RENNES - SOPHIA ANTIPOLIS - UZES / ITALIA: BOLOGNA / 
NORGE : LARVIK / SVERIGE : PALMECENTER - OREBRO 


Wednesday 12: ESPANA: MADRID / FRANCE: PARIS 1 - NANTES - TOULOUSE - AIX EN PROVENCE - 
RENNES / QUEBEC: MONTREAL / SVERIGE : GOTEBORG - VARBERN 


